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I. Course Description

The goal of this course is to reveal to the students the person of Jesus Christ.  
II. Course Content

a. Areas of Study: God and revelation, Revelation about God, the Incarnation, what we learn about ourselves from Jesus Christ.


b. Reading Requirements: 

i. Reading – Students will read selections from the textbook and Scripture.  


c. Course Schedule – for a more detailed plan please see the table at the end of this syllabus. Dates for topics as well as some activities or assignments are subject to change once I have a better understanding of your learning style and how well the class masters the outcomes as we move through the course.

III. Course Materials

a. Textbook – Introduction to Catholicism: a complete course. The Didache Series. Midwest Theological Forum. 2011.
b. A Bible – Preferably a NAB translation, although any Bible will work.

c. Catechism of the Catholic Church

d. General supplies – 

i. Various handouts will be distributed throughout the semester; students are responsible for bringing these to class as required. In many cases these will also be available on the class website.

ii. A pen for note-taking and in-class assignments. PLEASE DO NOT COMPLETE WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS IN RED INK.

iii. A notebook for class notes and used EXCLUSIVELY FOR THIS CLASS

IV. Course Policies

a. Attendance/absences/tardiness – 

i. If you are absent please come see me to see what we focused on during the day as well as what is due. In many cases any handouts or assignments will be able to be downloaded from the website. 

ii. For excused absences you have as many days as you are absent to make up the work as is school policy.

b. Make-up work/late work – 

i. Any assignment not turned in on time will be marked late unless prior arrangements have been made with me, or you have an excused absence, in which case, the assignment is due in accordance with the policies in the Student Handbook.  Late assignments can only receive 50% of the total points of the assignment.

ii. If you miss a test, be prepared to make it up on the day you return, or as noted in the Student Handbook for extended absences. Tests need to be made up outside of class time (before or after school, during homeroom, during my prep periods or your Study Hall). 

iii. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TELLING ME WHEN YOU HAVE MISSED SOMETHING. If you fail to do so, and sit quietly in class every day hoping I will forget about your missing grade, you will receive a late score on that task because you did not complete it. DO THE WORK! It will help reinforce what you need to know or a skill that will be useful later on.


c. Classroom rules/expectations – 

i. Classroom Protocol

1. Students will be considered tardy if they come to class unprepared without materials or they arrive after the second bell. You will not be admitted without a slip from the Front Office or the teacher who held you over. If the door is shut, please do not knock. Wait silently by the door until whatever we are doing is finished and then I will open the door for you.

2. Bathroom breaks are a disruption during class and should only be taken if it is an emergency, which means this should happen RARELY.

3. Listening is a crucial skill to develop and is respectful of others. Only one person should be talking at a time. Side conversations are RUDE and unacceptable.

4. When the bell rings students are expected to wait until I dismiss them.  


d. Disciplinary polices  

i. Cheating in any form is unacceptable. If you cheat:

1. You will receive a zero on the assignment/quiz/test

2. Your parents and the assistant principal will be notified

ii. Students who come to class not in the proper dress code will be asked to leave to correct the problem. Learn to dress professionally for your role.

iii. Gum is NOT allowed.  You can expect to receive a detention if I catch you chewing it.

e. Homework policy 

i. Homework is expected to be done neatly.  Any work that I cannot read will have to be redone to receive credit.

ii. All homework must have your name and date on it.  Any work turned in without a name may be thrown out and you will have to redo it for a late grade.  

iii. I will accept written homework electronically.  (No worksheets)  Homework submitted electronically must be received by the start of the hour that you have my class.

iv. Though we teach our students about plagiarism and work to avoid its use in the classroom, our technological society makes it increasingly difficult for many students to discern the appropriate use of information. We at Lansing Catholic High School define plagiarism in the following ways:

1. Plagiarism is the copying of another's work without citing the original source. We use the standard of several consecutive words to define copying.

2. Plagiarism is using the ideas of another and representing them as one's own. Even when paraphrasing such ideas, one must give appropriate credit to the original author (all students are taught appropriate MLA method of citation). 

3. Plagiarism is also common in classroom speeches. Reading directly from another author's work without giving credit is plagiarism. 

4. The consequences of plagiarism at Lansing Catholic High School are outlined in the student handbook. The first offense includes a zero for the assignment as well as the possibility of ten hours of service and/or a one-day suspension. Penalties become more severe as subsequent incidents occur. 

V. Grading Policy/Assessment

a. Grading scale 

A 
4.0 
100-92%
A- 
3.67 
90-91 %
B+ 
3.33 
88-89 %
B 
3.00 
82-87 %
B- 
2.67 
80-81 %
C+ 
2.33 
78-79 %
C 
2.00 
72-77 %
D+ 
1.33 
68-69 %
D 
1.00 
62-67 %
D- 
0.67 
60-61 %
E 
0.00 
0-59 % 


b. Point Values of Items Graded – these will vary between assignments.  Homework is generally between 5-10 points.


c. Calculation of Grades

i. To calculate your grade, add up all of the points you have earned and divide that by the total points possible for tasks to date.

ii. As always, you can check your grade on Skyward Family Access. Grades will be updated every two weeks if not sooner.


d. Extra Credit – There will be chances to earn extra credit in my class.  Usually this involves going to talks or events designed to help you grow spiritually or intellectually in your faith and writing a paper explaining how the event helped you to grow.  All extra credit events will be made public to the entire class and will be open to all students.  If you know of an event and would like to receive extra credit for attending, let me know and I will decide if the event merits extra credit. 

e. Types of Assessments –

i. Formative assessments will be given throughout each week which will help me check for your understanding of the concepts and vocabulary. These will not always be entered as a graded assignment.

ii. Summative assessments will be given at the end of each chapter. Some of these will be in the form of a test that will include vocabulary identification/application, understanding of Scripture, and examining how Scripture is relevant to modern people.

iii. Formats of these assessments will vary but may include an essay format, short answer, identification, matching, true-false, multiple-choice, performance/demonstration. 

iv. Assessments will be designed to show an understanding of the Christian Scriptures and not simply a “spitting back” of facts.

f. Progress Reports – Students and parents are expected to keep track of grades on Skyward.  However, I will notify students and parents at deficiency time if the student has a C- or lower.  I will also notify parents if students are in danger of failing at the end of the quarter.


VI. Course Procedures

a. Class expectations - Students are expected to come to class prepared to learn. That means students should be prepared to take notes, participate in classroom discussions, and work hard both in the classroom and at home studying.

b. Group work – Students will be asked in class from time to time to pair up with someone or a few others to read and/or prepare a short presentation as an assignment. These are usually smaller assignments.  I expect each member of the group to participate.  


c. Notebooks/binders – As noted earlier, I ask that you keep a binder or notebook exclusively for this class with plenty of looseleaf paper in it. You will receive a number of handouts that will be important for you to organize and refer back to. 

VII. Personal Statement

a. Words of wisdom- Succeeding in This Class

i. The key to success in this class is taking thorough notes. Come in prepared to take notes; review your notes every night to reinforce what we covered in class; be sure you understand what you have written. 

ii. If something does not make sense, ASK QUESTIONS!  The best way to learn is to PARTICIPATE in the class.

iii. If reading is given as an assignment, that means you MUST DO IT!  All reading assignments are given to help students better understand the material.  There may or may not be a quiz following reading assignments.

b. Go for QUALITY WORK. Don't simply do the assignment just to get it done, it's tempting but you're worth more than that. Give me your best stuff. This will take DISCIPLINE and TIME MANAGEMENT. If you need tips on these, I can give you suggestions (I still struggle with these, too).

VIII. Course Schedule – NOTE: All dates, assignments, and topics are subject to change to best suit the needs of the students.  


	Tentative

Dates
	Topics
	Textbook Chapters
	Activities, Assignments, and Assessments

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


